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Paris, Sept  17th 2017 

 

 

    EASA, European Aviation Safety Agency 

    Attn: Mr. Yves Morier,             

    Principal Advisor of the Flight Standards Director 

    Konrad Adenauer Ufer 3 

    D50668 Köln, Germany 

 

 

Management Summary for Finesse Plus Association Comments on NPA 2017-05(A)  

 

Dear Mr Morier, 

 

The EASA is expected to be soon in charge of the competence for UAS under 150 kg within the E.U. This includes 

Drones and also Model Aircrafts. While the proliferation of the Multirotor Drones is recent, model aircrafts have 

a strong and long history all across Europe. Finesse Plus is the newest representative association for French 

model flyers but also the sole one for independent model flyers. We are mostly sailplane oriented hobbyists, but 

also widely open to other types of model flying. Our objective is to defend our rights for the future of model 

aircraft operations in France, not only performed by French nationals but also by E.U citizens visiting our country 

during holidays. Our members are skilled persons, aware of safety issues, and most of them have a 

« real aviation » aeronautical background. Finesse Plus has now more than 1200 members and is clearly 

independent from other French model organizations. Moreover, Finesse Plus is recognized by the French 

Ministry of Transports, the French civil aviation authority (DGAC), and is a member of the “Conseil des Drones 

Civils”, the institution led by DGAC to promote UAS development in France. 

We have analysed thoroughly the NPA 2017-05 (A) and as requested by EASA, filled the CRT with our detailed 

comments. However, we would like to draw your attention on some topics listed below: 

- Firstly, we wish EASA to not allow Member States to require additional UAS devices or functions with 

respect to those described in the NPA. Drones and model aircraft should be allowed to operate in the 

same technical definition and under the same operating rules in all E.U. Member States. 

 

- The distinction between Drones and Model Aircraft is also a key point for us and therefore we propose to 

add a definition based on BVLOS capability to make the difference between these both types of UAS. 
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- For operations in the « Open » category, we propose to add derogations to allow sailplanes using airlifts 

to climb higher than 120 m for short periods of time. 

 

- Regarding the « Specific» category, UAS pilots belonging to model clubs or associations should be 

allowed to continue to operate in this category when flying their models outside of the dedicated flight 

field. 

 

- Finesse Plus expects the agency to issue standard scenarios for model flight operations that will not 

require operational authorisations. This will allow model Club members to operate in all European 

Member States without additional administrative burden. 

 

- Regarding the introduction of U-Space, we request that technical limitations of model aircrafts be taken 

in consideration in the definition of the requirements. 

 

- Finally, regarding young remote pilots, we propose that the minimum age for operating a UAS without 

adult supervision be aligned to the minimum age allowed for solo flights in manned aviation. 

 

The A-NPA previously issued in 2015 had not taken in consideration the very good safety record of model aircraft 

and model aircraft flyers judged the proposed rules as definitely too much restrictive. Through the consultation 

of NPA 2017-05 (A), the EASA offered the possibility for all impacted organizations to be involved in the 

rulemaking process. We took this opportunity and thank the Agency for taking in consideration the comments of 

our association of French model aircraft pilots.  

 

If you need further information or clarification on our comments in the CRT, please do not hesitate to ask us. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Didier Frutieaux 

 

 

President of Finesse Plus 

https://finesseplus.org/ 

association@finesseplus.fr 

 


